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ThePASPCRNewslettethasservedas a regular
means of communication for the members of our
Society. The PASPCR Newsletter waa recent
years distributed via email, in pdf formatand wa
posted on the webite of the SocietyAfter a very
long existence (started in 1990 with Drs. Richard A.
King, DeWayne Townsend and Nels Granholm as
Editors), the Newslettersndsin this format with
this lastissueto be distributed in Decemb@019
We plan totransitionto a more dynamic platform
with regular updates and communications through
our website. Further detaisill follow in 2020.

We hope you had a great time tie 2"
PASPCR Meeting, held iBar Harbour, ME and

organized by D3 Craig Ceol and Manikum
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SugumaranWe invited several participants to share
their personal and scientific thoughts on the meeting.
This section can be found pages 3-16.

In this number we publish a lagiTrainee
Spotlightb,ac o mme nt ar y iHotofftthe e
Presses and wiiDbwmwaMkemory
accompaniedvith HonoraryPASPCRmemberDr.
Seymour Pomerantz

The PASPCR Newsletter Editorial Team would
like to thank to all our contributors for their columns
submitted to us for inclusion in the letténsoughout
the years

We wish ya Happy Holidays and a great 2020
PASPCR Newsletter Editorial Team

GertrudeEmilia Costin, Prashiela Manga,
Bishal Tandukar and Sandeep Joshi
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2019

Annual Meeting of the American Society for Cell Biology
Date and place 7-11 December, Washington DC, USA
Web-site: http://meetingofficial.com/ascb/index.php

2020

5% European Days of Albinism (5EDA)

Date and place 1-4 April, Bordeaux, FRANCE

Web-site: https://www.erreye.eu/news/calendar/calendar
external/agendarn-congresexternalevents/5th
europeardaysof-albinismb5eda

IPCC
Date and place 18-21 June, Yamagata, JAPAN
Web-site: http://ipcc2020.umin.ne.jp

Vitiligo International Symposium (VIS)
Date and place November 2020, INDIA

Annual Meeting of the American Society for Cell Biology
Date and place 5-9 December, Philadelphia, PA, USA
Web-site: https://www.asch.org/meetingvents/futureascbmeetings/

2021

Annual PASPCR Meeting
Date and place 22-25 September 2021, Lexington, KY, USA

Annual ESPCR Meeting
Date and place September 2021, Krakow, Poland

authors.

Publication Committee

Gertrude-Emilia Costin, Ph.D., M.B.A,, ATS, ERT
Editor
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New York, NY 10016, U.S.A.
(212) 2639086
prashiela.manga@uojangoneorg

The PASPCR Newslettes published by th€anAmerican Society for Pigment Cell ReseaAdhviews are those of the

William S. Oetting, Ph.D.

Andrzej T. Slominski, M.D., Ph.D.

University of Minnesota

Department oExperimental and Clinical Pharmacology
7-115 WeaveiDensford Hall

308 Harvard St. SE

Minneapolis, MN 5545, U.S.A.

(612) 6241139

oetti001@umn.edu

The University of Alabama at Birmingham
Department of Dermatology

1720 29 Avenue South, VH 476C
Birmingham, AL 35294.SA.
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http://meetingofficial.com/ascb/index.php
https://www.ern-eye.eu/news/calendar/calendar-external/agenda-ern-congres-external-events/5th-european-days-of-albinism-5eda
https://www.ern-eye.eu/news/calendar/calendar-external/agenda-ern-congres-external-events/5th-european-days-of-albinism-5eda
https://www.ern-eye.eu/news/calendar/calendar-external/agenda-ern-congres-external-events/5th-european-days-of-albinism-5eda
https://www.ascb.org/meetings-events/future-ascb-meetings/
mailto:aslominski@uabmc.edu

PASPCR
December 2019 3

SPONSORS
by Dr. Prashiela Manga

We thank the following organizations for their support of the 2019 PASPCR Annual Meeting:

L 6 O rard&dlgatePalmolivefor their support of the travel awards.

LOREAL

Colgate

Funding forthe conferencas made possible (in part) IRL3 AR07623Grom the National Institute of
Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases (NIAMBd the National Institute of Environmental
Sciences (NIEHS). The views expressed in written conference atai@ripublications and by speakers

and moderators do not necessarily reflect the official policies of the Department of Health and Human
Services; nor does mention by trade names, commercial practices, or organizations imply endorsement
by the U.S. Govement.

Supported by the
National Institute of

m Arthritis and Musculoskeletal \ﬂ ThE .laf.'k50n
and Skin Diseases Lahﬂratﬁry

Thanks to the Jackson Laboratory staff for their support and services.

-l -

Keynote speaker Dr. leJackson at the019 PASPCR Annual Meeting.
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COUNCIL ELECTIONS RESULTS
Dear PASPCR Members

As PASPCR Presidetilect and Chair of the PASPCR Awards & Nominations Committee, | am pleased
to welcome the following Officers and Council Members to th&PBR Council beginning 1/1/20.

President elect

Suzie Chen, PhD Research areaOu r groupds research interest
Professor, Rutgers mel anoma using genetically modified

Univ. role of a neuronal receptor, metabotropic glutamate receptor 1 (GRM1), when ectc
Dr . Clate n 6 s expressed in melagytesin vitro andin vivo. In our models, spontaneous metast

melanoma is dependent on the expression of functional GRM1 as well as sufficien
of its natural ligand, glutamate, for growth and survival. To date, we have complete
clinical trials that have demonstrated therapeutic benefits in cancer patients foll
administration of a single agent thastricts the availability of the ligand. Additionall
our most recently approved clinical Phase 2 trial is scheduled to begin in 2026lla
target melanoma metastasis to the brain.

Website

What is the role of PASPCR in the pigment cell research communityPASPCR
provides opportunities for scientists in the field of pigment cell research to showcas
research at professional meetings, potng the exchange of scientific idec
revitalization of creative thinking of both senior and junior investigators, as well as
and harmonizes the purposes and goals dh tiasic and clinical researciihe
opportunity to seek informal advices irrear goals and future directions in this regar
indispensable.

What would you bring to the PASPCR Councilif elected?] was exposed to resear:
at a very young age and am very fortunate to have seen the evolution of basic r
handson. Currently, the overall environment is much broader and more competitiy
at the same time offers more options and methodologiyn¥estigation. | would aim tc
bridge between the academic, public and private sectors by increasing opportuni
more interactions and communications at our meetings. Coming from Rutgers Uni
(a Big Ten School) my participation in the NRMN (Natal Research Mentorin
Network) since 2015 places me in a unique position to recruit senior investigators t
junior investigators in grant writing. These processes are integral for a successful
asuccessful career and progression for thersss.

Secretary Treasurer

Neil Box, PhD Research areal have an interest in uncovering how genes interact with ultraviolet (
Assoc. Professor, light to impact melanoma risk. To study these interactions, we are using human
Univ. Colorado approaches and mouse models. Our longitudinal study of nevus development in ¢

Dr . sBabWébsite isideal for uncovering the geind@JV interactions that impact tanning, sun burning, ne
! counts and freckling, and we have developed novel p53 pathway mouse models th
whether the skin tans or burns.

What is the role of PASPCR in the pigment cell research communityPASPCR exists
to serve the pigment cell community in the America®imanizing scientific meeting
and facilitating publication of scientific research through the affiliated journal, Pig
Cell and Melanoma Research. The PASPCR also provides a mentorship progi


https://pharmacy.rutgers.edu/directory/chen-suzie/
https://pharmacy.rutgers.edu/directory/chen-suzie/
https://profiles.ucdenver.edu/display/225590
https://profiles.ucdenver.edu/display/225590
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Council Members
Stanca Birlea, MD,

PhD
Assoc. Prof., Univ.
Colorado
Dr . Birl ea
Website
&
»
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junior society members, travel grants to select cemie attendees and awards
recognize scientific achievement within the field.

What would you bring to the PASPCR Council if elected?l have considerabl
experience with the operations of the PASPCR and its parent body, the Intern
Federation of RBjment Cell Societies. For the 2017 International Pigment

Conference, | served as the scientific program director and organized the majority
scientific content for that meeting. In addition, | have real experience in thprafin
sector; | ama founder and President of the Colorado Melanoma Found
(www.comelanoma.oiga 501(c)(3) organization that runs events such as the Malle
Melanoma Charity Polo Tournamemww.malletsbrmelanoma.coinand the Summi
Melanoma Charity Golf Tournamenivwyw.summitmelanoma.con The Colorado
Melanoma Foundation also operates The Sun Bugamthesunbus.olg a significant
community engagment project promoting sun safety and increased skin cancer scr
in our local Colorado community. Through this track record with the PASPCER
beyond, | have developed significant leadership, fundraising, industry liaison,

administration anahon-profit management experience that is relevant to the opere
of the PASPCR.

Research area The research in my lab is focused on finding strategies taes
and characterize the melanocyte stem cells in important functional sites «
follicle, and on how they interact with keratinocytes. We have developed a t
model of vitiligo repigmentation that combines biopsies (collected from vit
patients atreated or undergoing phototherapy) with laser capture microdisse
of melanocytes, and separately of keratinocytes, from specific anatomic loc
in the hair follicle, and with RNA studies (RN8eq, gRTPCR, in situ
hybridization). This modeénables identification of signals and pathways v
important roles in melanocyte repopulation.

What is the role of PASPCR in the pigment cell research communityPASPCR is
a bridge between dermatology, cell biology, pigment stem cell, photobic
biochemistry communities, bridge that brings together researchers, phy
scientists and MDs from the US and all over the world to communi
collaborate and foster the progress on the pigmentation field. PASPCR st
the young scientists in developiagesearch career track in pigmentary field
generous funding, by offering mentorship, guidance, and by its frie
community.

What would you bring to the PASPCR Council if elected?l would bring my
expertse in the area of pigmentary disorders frophgsicianscientist standpoint
and my experse on the vitiligo repigmentation model developed in our lat
elected, | look forward to bring my contribution on mentorship prog
development, and to working with the Council Members on all aspectsaihi
help theSocietyto accomplish the proposed aims and objectives.


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.comelanoma.org&d=DwMFAg&c=j5oPpO0eBH1iio48DtsedeElZfc04rx3ExJHeIIZuCs&r=06c-iFQN0Gcpxq_z3BiXwKQ7j-M_tzTyzjM4PlWWhA0&m=xy7Cp8VuVd4s7iOswyXLylh3XhHpQXPx81803MGMg2M&s=FMa1IVfy3agL__EfrZdI2Al6_5jXxsnG7SY8Ug49k4o&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.malletsformelanoma.com&d=DwMFAg&c=j5oPpO0eBH1iio48DtsedeElZfc04rx3ExJHeIIZuCs&r=06c-iFQN0Gcpxq_z3BiXwKQ7j-M_tzTyzjM4PlWWhA0&m=xy7Cp8VuVd4s7iOswyXLylh3XhHpQXPx81803MGMg2M&s=qkbVupw9vmC8xRvNOqqBAoOdRXIni8I4qyQdAk4hkeY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.summitmelanoma.com&d=DwMFAg&c=j5oPpO0eBH1iio48DtsedeElZfc04rx3ExJHeIIZuCs&r=06c-iFQN0Gcpxq_z3BiXwKQ7j-M_tzTyzjM4PlWWhA0&m=xy7Cp8VuVd4s7iOswyXLylh3XhHpQXPx81803MGMg2M&s=nM5_gFRWLMz1RrRBJHa69CrWwR5H-FXxV-oHonZaSPg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.thesunbus.org&d=DwMFAg&c=j5oPpO0eBH1iio48DtsedeElZfc04rx3ExJHeIIZuCs&r=06c-iFQN0Gcpxq_z3BiXwKQ7j-M_tzTyzjM4PlWWhA0&m=xy7Cp8VuVd4s7iOswyXLylh3XhHpQXPx81803MGMg2M&s=0zj6yK5_m7k8H7oo2fO3W46b6PbDI6KybCXarfxME14&e=
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/medicalschool/departments/Dermatology/facultystaff/Clinical%20Faculty/Pages/birlea.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/medicalschool/departments/Dermatology/facultystaff/Clinical%20Faculty/Pages/birlea.aspx
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Catherine Van
Raamsdonk, PhD
Associate Professor,
Univ. British
Columbia

Dr .

Raamsd

Website

Andrew White, Ph.D.
Ass o
Univ.
Dr .
Website

t . Pr o

Whited
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Research area My area of interest is uveal melanoma, the most commor
cancer. As a postdoc, | identified the heterotrimeric G protein alpha suk
GNAQ and GNAL11, as important regulators of remthelial pigmentation an
then went on to discover dh these two genes are also frequently mut
oncogenes in human uveal melanoma and dermal nevi. More recently, r
developed a GNAQ Q209L mouse model and we are using it to investigate
and meningeal melanoma etiology and tumor progression.

What is the role of PASPCR in the pigment cell research communityPhe pigment
cell community is an opeminded and lively group of enthusiastic and interes
people. The PASPCR plays a vital role in bringing this community togethe
linking us to pigmentcell biologists from Europe and Asia. At our annl
meetings, the PASPCR provides a forum that is friendly and supportiv
younger scientists, while stimulating fresh ideas and perspectives.

What would you bring to the PASPCR Council if elected? would like to increase
the visibility of pigmentation related research generally. When teaching clas
UBC, | find that many students are interested in pigment cells and pigmen
but have never heard about them before. If elected, | would focuspravimg
our website and helping with communityilding and outreach activities 1
promote the PASPCR and pigmentary biology. | would be glad to hear c
suggestions you have to make PASPCR better.

Research areaMy lab studies the melanocyte stem cell response to UVB, ar
role of melanocyte stem cells in melanoma initiation.

What is the role of PASPCR in the pigment cell research communityPam certainly
glad to have been introduced to PASPCR, since my lab is relategl to the
melanocyte fieldHaving attended my first PASPCR meeting last year, | fo
the pigment cell community notably cedfial and open. | believe PASPC
effectively serves to facilitate and enrich these qualities, enable
collaborations, and help foster new ideas. Moreover, the PASPCR m
provides an important function in providing trainees the opportunity to net
with both established pigment cell investigators and trainees from

institutions.

What would you bring to the PASPCR Council if elected?f elected | would hope
to bring a new perspective from my time in the adjacent field of epiderme
hair follicle stem cell biology. Melanocytes do not operate in isolation, &
would be interested in facilitating connections to researchers involved in s
of the epidermis and hair follicle. | would also be interested in exploring wa
spotlight work fran postdocs that are planning to enter the job market in the
future.


https://medgen.med.ubc.ca/person/catherine-van-raamsdonk/
https://medgen.med.ubc.ca/person/catherine-van-raamsdonk/
https://www.vet.cornell.edu/research/faculty/andrew-white-phd
https://www.vet.cornell.edu/research/faculty/andrew-white-phd
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Jonathan Zippin, Research area For the past 18 years, | have worked to understand the rc
MD, PhD _ distinct cAMP microdomains in mammalian cell biology. We have develt
Assoc. Prof, Weill tools and techniques used by our group and others to investigate CAMP sig
Cornell in many systems. Our current interesttige application of these tools

Dr . Zippin
Website

understand new ways that cCAMP impacts both pigmentation and melanom.

What is the role of PASPCR in the pigment cell research communityPASPCR
provides an important link for scientists interested in melanocyte biologgs
my attendance of PASPCR events that prompted my interest in pigmentati
led to important collaborations that have helped us to study melanocyte bi
PASPCR brings good scientists and clinicians together.

What would you bring to the PASPCR ®uncil if elected? As a young faculty
member who started outside of the pigment field, | would bring an energ
unique perspective to the council. | have served on the board of directors
other positions within medical societies so | have prdcggaerience whict
would be useful for the PASPCR.

On behalf of all PASPCR members, thank you to all the outstanding nominees for their participation.

Our sincere thanks to Drs. Tom Hornyak, Prashiela Manga, Neil Box (who willable ds the
SecretarjTreasurer)Pamela Cassidy, Fabian Filipp and Mayumi Fujita who will rotate of€thencil

at the end of the year. Their service on the PASPCR Council and valuable contributions to the society
are greatly appreciated.

John D'Orazio, M.D., Ph.D.

Professr of Pediatrics and Chief, Division of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology
Regina Drury Pediatric Research Endowed Chair

Co-leader, Genetic Instability, Epigenetics and Cancer Metabolism (GEM) Research Program, Markey Cancer
Center

University of Kentucky Colleg of Medicine

Combs Research Bldg. Rm. 204

800 Rose Street, Lexington, KY 4058696

Email: jdorazio@uky.edu

Office: (859) 3236238; Fax: (859) 258940

Lab: http://doraziolab.uky.edu/

Acadia National Park, ME.


http://vivo.med.cornell.edu/display/cwid-jhzippin
http://vivo.med.cornell.edu/display/cwid-jhzippin
http://vivo.med.cornell.edu/display/cwid-jhzippin
http://vivo.med.cornell.edu/display/cwid-jhzippin
mailto:jdorazio@uky.edu
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Furldefense.proofpoint.com-252Fv2-252Furl-253Fu-253Dhttp-2D3A-5F-5Fdoraziolab.uky.edu-5F-2526d-253DDQMF-2Dg-2526c-253Dj5oPpO0eBH1iio48DtsedbOBGmuw5jHLjgvtN2r4ehE-2526r-253DD0H7aQIOHepFJ9te1R7FbQQ98zMRiYc3TeoxC3E4oZs-2526m-253DjsFvrsSeTMiuQPE-2DEwajBOLKYPvuEvICpGBb6s5m0LI-2526s-253DRdti6gM63jEsQASqaafoTgxEpXrnPhnHFgsRX5lwllQ-2526e-253D-26data-3D02-257C01-257Cjdorazio-2540uky.edu-257Cbac855637d0c492c5ccd08d757dfdb02-257C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae-257C0-257C0-257C637074491281171068-26sdata-3D1M8tbA-252FqE6ZstAeA-252FFF7ejNnjXcKnUvkrHW9j3w2BCQ-253D-26reserved-3D0%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3Dj5oPpO0eBH1iio48DtsedeElZfc04rx3ExJHeIIZuCs%26r%3D06c-iFQN0Gcpxq_z3BiXwKQ7j-M_tzTyzjM4PlWWhA0%26m%3DzeGZEA50S8m6U5xAcf7QveMry1fX11n_THawli2Rp7s%26s%3DlK-gDGsvSOIWrKqXAP_y3IrVbrAFsMk8pm-psANldU8%26e%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cjdorazio%40uky.edu%7Ca0c01484f89e4de860dd08d757e7ff2f%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C637074526267877307&sdata=ZqPXi57N6OoVSXCaTVDhugM32Cvv0uz%2BcKNlQTQ%2Ftjs%3D&reserved=0
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LETTER FROM THE PASPCR opportunities to hear about new technigaes
SECRETARY/TREASURER scientific diversity with talks ranging from cell
signaling to chemistry based designing of
Dear PASPCR Colleagues and Friends inhibitors, and most importantly, an opportunity

to meet or catclup with fellow pigment cell

It has been my pleasure and honor to serve as th‘gznth_usmstsl. am conflden_t that the_PASPCR_Wlll
PASPCR secretaryltreasurer for the past six cOntinue to be a welcoming and vibrant sociéty.
years. | have had the opportunity to interact with W1 S " J 0 h nNeiDEbxXandtizeiinooming
so many of you, especially junior membefshe Council .smooth sailing as they take over
society. Although the PASPCR is small leadership of the PASPCR

compared to other Cell Biology and Dermatology
societies, the impact of our society is much more
powerful than size alone would suggest. This

One final reminderPleaserenew your PASPCR
membership Det ai |l s can be

f oL

year 6s annual meeting was a reflectinn onf how

much the PASPCR has wffer - professional ~ Bestwishes

development in the form of the mentorship Prashiela Manga

programand the ability to interact with PIs thatis Secretary/Treasurer, PASPCR
not always possible at bigger meetings

/1

Manila, Philippines | recently attend the IFPCS council meeting whicsheld at the 201nt
meeting between the Asian Society for Pigment Cell Research and the Philippine Dermatologic
Society.

-/ -
ONLINE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL | S EASYeé

To renew your membership and pay dues online, gbttp://paspcr.org/membershipform.phpyou
need to update your contact information, please complete the applicatiortifat loadsafter you
complete your paymenilease note thate now have the option of listing your lab websitalong with
your contact details, so please use the form to provide this information.

To pay by check, please complete and mail the renf@rralon paged togethemwith your check to the
address provided.


http://paspcr.org/membershipform.php
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PANAMERICAN SOCIETY FOR PIGMENT CELL RESEARCH
2020 DUES
[[NVOICE DATE Decemberl, 2019 [DUE DATE: December31,2019

Contact Information (Please be sure all contact information ésirrent and correct, including email addres}

Name:

Title:

Institution:

Department:

Website:

InstitutionalMailing Address:

City:
State:

Zip:

Country:

Phone: E-mail:

Dues(Please mark the appropriate category below)

0  RegularMembershipwith electronic journa{$154/yr)

O  Membership for members of the Society for Melanoma ReséatcIb/yr)
O  StudentMembership$404r)
O

Seconary Membershig$77/yr)(if IFPCS duesndsubscription to the journal Pigment Cell and
Melanoma Researdre paid through anothéPigment Cell Sciety)

O Retiree Membership$80/yr) For retired individuals who have been PASPCR membetisein
year prior to retirement

Make check payable tanAmerican Society for Pigment Cell Researchr PASPCR

Please sa& check or money order in U.S. funds drawn only on a U.S. l62tmcks drawn on a ndo.S. Bank
will be returned.

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR DUES TO:

Prashiela Manga, Ph.D., Secretdngasurer, PASPCR, Ronald O. Perelman Department of Dermatology, NYU
Langone Medical Center, 522 First A&milow 401, New York, NY, 10016

Tel: 212-263-9086Fax: 212.263.581%-mail: prashiela.manga@nyulangone.org

Please return this form with your payment


mailto:prashiela.manga@nyulangone.org
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PASPCR MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

A few photos fom the mentorship mixer held dugiPASPCR 2019.
-/ -

1C
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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

Dear PASPCRMembers,

It i s har dbeenol2 pear$ sineevtlds EditbrialsTeam volunteered to be in charge of the
PASPCR Newsl|l etters. I'tds been quite a cpgppanmney f
March 1990 when the ditors were Drs. King, Townsend and Granholm. The ipabbn has
accommodatedo many styles over the years but a common denominator accompanied it no matter who
was in charge: the passion for the field, the dedication to keep the members connectamhtindaus

need to reinvent and modernize this wag@hmunication.

As editors, we traveledverywherevirtually with the newsletterfo every meetig place, every timen
thisS ci et y 6 s itdoiustdb meetyeaclkathdr know new peopland reconnect with old friends
It also took our fascinatioof color beyond the bench and bedesidto the world of knowledge available
globally and literally to everyone interested in our field.

Our travels

_— A
Image by stokpic fronRixabay

We got to work withseveral Societyresidents, Council members, members at large and contributors
who did not know about us or us about th€annection, likethat ofthe melanocyte and keratinocyte
which need to be in closgroximity, is the kg of this Sciety and the newsletter offeragblatform for
outreach, science, education, noeimg and continuous learning.

Our connections
7

i

Imae by rawpixel fronIPigg


https://pixabay.com/photos/hands-world-map-global-earth-600497/
https://pixabay.com/photos/achievement-agreement-business-3408115/
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Ourlongandwi ndi ng journey as edi t osteana&nudththisissueThe ws | e
Society is looking forward into the future, reinventing itself once more in its ways of reaching out,
connecting and exchanging brilliant scientitieasaboutpigmentation.

The team is thankful to all PASPCR members and
for several decades.

Our journey

Thank you,
PASPCR Editorial Team
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THE 22" PASPCR ANNUAL MEETING
TRAVEL AWARDS

This year, the PASPCRceived an unprecedented numbetrafel award applicatiorend the
competition was very tighfLravel Awards went to:

John DO6Or

RachelBelote William Frantz Samantha Joy Neuffer
PatriciaBunda LeeHuang Soumyadeep Sarkar
Miriam Doepner Dinesh Jaishankar Raj Shah

Kevinn Eddy Sandeep S. Joshi Jessica Shiu

Jessica lesher Jason W. Lui TakeshiYamauchi
POSTER AWARDS

First Place: PatriciaBunda

Second PlaceSoumyadeep Sarkar
Jason W. Lui

Third Place: Hanine Barak
Rebecca Riding
Rolando Ruiz
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MEETING IMPRESSIONS BY 2019 PASPCR TRAVEL AWARDEES
Dinesh JaishankamlNorthwestern University

| am thankful to the PASPCRommittee for generously awarding me a travel grant to attend the 2019
PASPCR Meeting at the Jackson Laboratory in Bar Harbor. As a postdoctoral researcher new to the field
of skin and pigment biology dnmelanoma, the talks and posters were very informative and provided
great insights. The Mentorship Mixer, to me, was particularly informative as | got to interact and network
with the experts in the field and learn about their approaches to establigelesrin the field. They

also provided guidance for my future training plan. All in all, the PASPCR meeting was fun, engaging,
well-organized, and | look forward to attending the next meeting.

Rachel BeloteUniversity of Utah

First, | would like to thak the PASPCRCommittee and 2019 meeting organizers for their support of
trainees. The emphasis on mentorship and support for young scientist and investigators is reflected at
every level within the society and | am truly fortunate to be a part of sudmeraus scientific
community. | enjoyed the diverse range of topic
benefited from the opportunity to present my work to researchers across a broad range of expertise within
the pigment cell field. Wile this was only my second PASPCR meeting, it is becoming clear that
PASPCR meetings are held in absolutely beautiful locations, are jam packed with exciting research, and
foster an environment for building meaningful relationships amongst attendeeg! yicnato everyone

who attended and to the organizers for another amazing meétiogk forward to seeing you all at the

next one.

Soumyadeep Sarkaijashington State University

My introduction to the PaAmerican Society of Pigment Cell Research (P&R) was through my

Ph.D. advisgrDr. Shobhan Gaddameedhi. Coming from primarily a DNA repair and circadian clock
focused lab, | have been opportune to attend some of the revered conferences in those fields. Although |
learned a tremendous amount fromstineetings, there was still a unique focus to my Ph.D. dissertation
project in understanding the dynamic interaction between circadian clock and melanocyte biology that a
different kind of support system would help me nurture. Therefore, when my megg@ssed that |

attend PASPCR, | was extremely excited to attend a conference dedicated to pigment cell research. My
interest grew further when | was awarded a travel grant and a spot to present my research in my first
platform presentation among wéthown melanocyte and melanin experts. In all due eagerness, |
planned to reach picturesque Bar Harbor a day before the meeting started, but due teinflezttdcer

flight delays, | missed my connecting flight from Boston to Bar Harbor and had to drive #ecdist
Consequently, | reached Bar Harbor at 3:00 AM on the day of the meeting instead of 6:00 PM a day
prior. With a presentation to deliver at 9:00 AM, | set 4 alarms witmitute intervals and went to

sleep. Not surprisingly, I slept through all myrata and startled out of bed at 8:15 AM and barely made

it on time for my presentation. | was relieved and glad that, in spite the jetlag, my presentation went
smoothly and was well received by everyone, which led to many insightful fojloeonversations.
Thereafter, | thoroughly enjoyed all the talks at the meeting. They were very informative, interesting,
well presented and relevant to my area of research. | was also impressed by the warm welcoming
atmosphere of the meeting, which gave me the couragppmach, have constructive conversations,

and create lordpsting helpful bonds with potential future mentors. Particularly, | found the mentor
mentee session highly beneficial, as | was able to connect with humerous mentors who were willing to
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offer guidance and support in all aspects of my career development. | am happy to say these relations
exceeded well beyond the bounds of the meeting and are still growing stronger via frequent and prompt
email conversations. To culminate a successful meeting, hwasded the second place in the poster
competition, which was an encouragement to continue my research. In retrospect, | realize that jumping
through the hurdles of my travel to give my presentation made this meeting all the more memorable. In
conclusion,] would like to thank the organizers for hosting a meeting, which was an amalgamation of
sharing scientific ideas, networking and community. | am proud to be a part of PASPCR, which is
dedicated to providing help and guidance to budding scientists likd onportray a snippet of my
satisfying experience at PASPCR 2019, here is a picture from my last day at Bar Harbor.

"N

Bar Harbor. Courtesy of S. Sarkar
William Tyler Frantz University of Massachusetts

The PASPCR 2019 meeting in Bar Harbor wasaderfully enriching experience. | would like to thank

the PASPCR Committee for the generous travel award which enabled me to attend this meeting. It was
an honor to present my research to such an excellent group of scientists. | learned an invaluable amo
from the ensuing feedback and |1 06m a better sci
engaging talks which covered all facets of pigment research. Equally engaging was the lively discourse
which followed every talk. The mentorship mixeas a special highlight and an invaluable experience.

It was splendid to talk about anything and everything with the breath of clinicians and researchers that
PASPCR brings together. As an MD/ PhD, itds cru
experiences. The mentors were friendly, engaging, and provided sincere guidance for young physician
scientists. | look forward to attending future PASPCR meetings and encourage everyone to attend.

Miriam Doepner University of Pennsylvania

| had a greag¢xperience at the 2019 PASPO®Reting, which was very helpful to my training in the field

of pigment cell biology. | am thankful for receiving a travel award from the PASPCR and for being given
the opportunity to present my research during both a plerasyos and the poster session. Through this
meeting, | received valuable feedback about my thesis project and help troubleshooting experimental
issues, which I am currently following up on. | really enjoyed the Spotlight session, which consisted of
short alks given by trainees (graduate students and post docs). This session included a broad range of
topics and it was interesting to see how my fellow trainees thought through problems in the field with a
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new view. Importantly, the meeting allowed me to catneith other investigators, who have now
become coll aborators for ongoing projects in tt

Jason LujBoston University

Firstly, I would like to thank the PASPCR organizers for setting up this iaghazent, and for their
generous travel award which afforded me the opportunity to present my work in both poster and talk
settings. The 2019 PASPQReeting was full of excellent talks on a wide variety of scientific topics
pertaining to pigment cell reselrcAs a PhD student focusing on melanoma research, it is exciting to
learn about the depth and diversity of research in the pigment cell field. Outside of the talks, | had a
wonderful experience speaking with experts on a variety of points, includingé®ér and technical
advice. Through the entire conference, everyone was amicable and supportive, but also willing to critique
in a helpful manner. In particular, | enjoyed the poster session. As a presenter, it was helpful to explain
my research to a widaudience, and to be challenged to think critically about my project as well. Overall,
this was an exceptional conference, and would highly encourage anyone to attend!

Lee HuangBoston University School of Medicine

Thank you to the PanAmerican Society Pigment Cell Research for the generous travel award | was
granted to attend this yeards meeting! I am ext
the Spotlight Session to all the experts in the audience. | was nervous and glactaidrbwith positive
feedback afterward. | benefited from exchanging comments and ideas with all of the brilliant graduate
students, professors, and doctors | met at my first scientific conference. Through discussion, | discovered
information that may plag role in my own work, which | look forward to testing. | enjoyed the many
informative presentations which broadened my knowledge of pigment cell research. The intellectual
discourse | shared with my peers in the scientific community left me exhilafatedoostbaccalaureate
student applying to graduate school programs this fall, this experience gave me more confidence and
inspired me to dedicate myself further to research. | really appreciate the PASPCR for organizing such a
wonderful conference andd& forward to attending theext one.
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MEETING SUPDATES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
2020 IPCC

*** KEY DATES & DEADLINES ***

Registration Early Bird Deadline: January 31, 202011:59pm (JST, GMT+09:00)
Abstract Submission Deadline: December 112019 11:59pm (JST, GMT+09:00)
Abstract Acceptance Notification: February 28, 2020

Registration Cancellation Deadline: May 12, 2020 11:59pm (JST, GMT+09:00)
{Cancellations after May 12, 2020 aret refundable}

ReduceHotel Rate Booking Deadline: May 13, 2020

Registration Regular Deadline: June 3, 202011:59pm (JST, GMT+09:00)

Official IPCC 2020 App Launch: June 03, 2020

http://ipcc2020.umin.ne.jp/abstract.html
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